 
I would like to thank the Members of the Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies for allowing public comment on this important issue:
My name is Stephen Sears, and I serve as an appointed member of the Town of Palmer Citizens Casino Impact Study Committee.  Having been appointed by our Town Council in late 2007, I have spent the better part of the last two years studying the various impacts that the establishment of a casino would have on a community.  In April of this year, our study committee concluded our findings and submitted them to Town Council for their review.  In preparing our report, most of our subcommittees sought information from two sources:
1. Interviews with Connecticut bedroom community officials in close proximity to the casinos there.
2. Interviews with Town of Palmer various department heads who are charged with preparing annual budgets.  Because the possibility of a casino development has lingered in Palmer over the last 10 years, these department heads have become very knowledgeable as to the impact the casino would have on their individual departments. Who better than these professionals to know what these impacts would be.  For example, when our Police Chief, the Chief Law Enforcement Officer in our community stated that he would need to double his police force and need additional equipment (i.e. police cruisers), and a new/larger Police Station to handle the impact, who is more qualified than he to challenge those estimates?  And it is the same for our Water Districts, Fire Departments, Wing Hospital, and our Public Education System.
I have provided you with an itemized list of these impacts with estimated costs for some, but not all of the impacts that Palmer would experience as a result of the casino.  In response to a Legislator’s comments, yes, they are staggering.  As an example, it is estimated that it will cost upwards of $50 million in engineering to provide the casino with water.  The Town has plenty of water from its wells.  We could actually see our community grow three times its current size in population, and still have plenty of water.  However, the casino needs over 1 million gallons of water per day.  And that is something that our Town’s Water Districts are not currently capable of supplying.
In response to another Legislator’s question as to the source of these estimated figures on the itemized list, I stated that these figures were taken directly from the Casino Study Committee’s narrative report that was submitted to Town Council.  By searching that report, which has been published on the Town website, you will find these exact same figures.  
In response to another Legislator’s question about why one of our Town Council members was here testifying separate from my testimony, I can only state the following.  When our Committee submitted our final report to the Town Council, we were informed that they would hold additional hearings to discuss each sub-committee’s portion of the final report.  The first of these additional hearings was held with the sub-committee on Infrastructure impacts.  The first page of the itemized list of impacts pretty much reflects that sub-committee’s research for infrastructure.  An additional hearing was held by Town Council with representatives of the Water Districts of which there are four.  Their testimony to the Town Council validated every portion of the Casino Study Committee’s infrastructure report on the issue of sourcing water for the casino.  After that revelation the Town Council hearings stopped.  There were no more hearings scheduled to hear the rest of the Casino sub-committee’s reports on their findings on the impact that the casino would have.
In conclusion, I am recommending that there be a Cost/Benefit analysis conducted under the auspices of this State Legislature.  And the benefit goals need to be established to exceed the risk impacts that would result for host communities and communities in those regions where casinos are established in the Commonwealth.  If these impacts are not mitigated, it will bankrupt the Town of Palmer.  And then we will be coming to this legislature for financial relief.
One further comment. I listened to the testimony from the head of the Native American tribe who is hoping to construct a casino in Middleboro.  In the private sector, I worked for many years with Indian tribes in the northeast.  I am quite familiar with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Department of Interior.  Should the Commonwealth legalize gambling, you will open the door to a federally managed casino operation in Middleboro.  Washington will be telling you what to do, not the reverse.  Again, Cost/benefit?

Stephen Sears
Palmer, Ma.

