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First, I would like to say that I fully understand the desire for jobs and industry in the Commonwealth.  I know what it's like not to be able to find a job, no matter where you look, and I've worked two and sometimes even three jobs at a time only to find myself with a paycheck that doesn't leave enough for groceries.  I've worked very hard, and sacrificed much, to build a life and home so that I could raise my family in a safe rural community, only to learn, a decade later, that a Cape Cod tribe backed by billionaire out-of-state and international casino investors were planning to build the world's largest casino six minutes from my front door.

I was informed, time and time again, by lawyers, casino supporters, legislators and an excitable media and that this was inevitable and that I had no choice in the matter.

Which didn't sound right to me.  It didn't even sound particularly American to me - and, in fact, after doing my homework, I was to discover wasn't inevitable at all.  And yet, I still hear the occasional legislator mention that it is.

Speaking of doing homework, a Umass Dartmouth professor whose casino study was used to develop Deval Patrick's 3 casino plan predicates his research on the principle that the economic and social costs associated with casino gaming “are generally the same types of economic and social costs that would be incurred with any large scale economic development, such as a regional mall, an amusement park, a sports stadium, or any major tourist attraction.”

This description is not only inaccurate, it's dangerous.

A large regional mall does not require the establishment of a new State-funded regulatory agency, specialized crime fighting units, additional judges and an enterprise crime bill.

Amusement parks, sports stadiums and other major tourist attractions do not regularly lead to an increase addiction, child neglect and suicide.

As a web designer, one aspect of my job is the aggregation, categorization and presentation of information.

Since 2007 I have designed a half dozen anti-predatory gambling web sites including www.uss-mass.org, for United to Stop Slots in Massachusetts, which I can assure you, very few people working under the Statehouse dome have bothered to visit.  Therefore, I am entering the entire USS Mass website as as part of my written testimony for this hearing.

Additionally, while gathering, reviewing and organizing data for this site, I discovered that, though proponents of expanded gambling will cite the benefits of  new jobs and tax revenue, the other side of the balance sheet is crowded with myriad costs and  after-effects that neither the public nor our elected officials know about or fully understand.  Most of these costs cannot be minimized or even effectively mitigated.

Much is made about creating a fund from gambling revenue to treat problem and pathological gamblers, but the devastating effects of gambling addiction do not stop at the addict – they will effect his or her family, friends, employers and communities.

Much is also made of the fact that, thanks to gambling establishments in CT and RI, we have addiction and are paying for it already here in Massachusetts.  In fact, the negative effects of gambling dramatically increase with proximity.   The result is that those who would never have gambled at an out of State casino or slot parlor, will develop a problem if a gambling venue is close by.

The State, as a stakeholder and regulator of this industry will be complicit in creating addicts to create revenue.

While reviewing existing data on expanded gambling for the USS-Mass site, I found that much of the available research provides, at best, a cursory look at these costs, or, more often than not, avoids discussing them at all.

They are sometimes considered “beyond the scope” of the report, or “difficult to quantify” - and are, ultimately left off the balance sheet.  And, I have yet to find a so-called comprehensive report that includes information about how modern slot machines cause a different and virulent form of addiction which correlates closely to of drug abuse - though this information has been available since 2007.  

Natasha Schull of MIT,  Dr. Hans Brieter, Director of the Laboratory for Neuroimaging and Genetics at Mass. General Hospital and others have testified before this committee in the past two years about how modern slot machines employ new technology to create a series of false near-wins that load the dice in ways that would never be allowed in table games, while specialized ergonomics and predatory target marketing increase the likelihood of slot addiction. Problem and pathological gamblers account for 70 – 80 % of casino revenue, making them the cash cow of the industry, yet the slot players themselves have no idea  they are being manipulated for in this way.

And so I would ask that the next time the members of this committee pass one of the groups of school children who tour of the Statehouse, consider that by expanding gambling in the Commonwealth you will ensure that a certain percentage of them will become part of the next generation of slot machine addicts.  Even before then, others will suffer emotional and physical abuse, deprivation and neglect at the hands of the first generation of addicted parents, grandparents and caregivers.  And, quite a few will find a way to gamble in casinos and slot parlors before they are even old enough to vote.   This been the experience of other States.  Do we really want it to be ours?

This spring while handing out informational pamphlets about predatory gambling prior to a Democratic Town Committee meeting, one woman refused to take one, firmly stating that she enjoyed playing slot machines and that the State needed the revenue.   But, I told her, what if you knew that modern slot machines were designed to addict some players.  She paused, thought about it for a few seconds, then said, “I don't care.  If it makes money for the State, I don't care.” I wondered at that moment, and not for the first time in the last two and half years, why I was still a democrat - if this is what our party had come to.  

A month later, at the Democratic Party Convention in Springfield - my faith was renewed when the party adopted a resolution against predatory slot machines.

While visiting a Washington DC this summer with my family, a museum docent asked where we were from.  Massachusetts, I replied and he smiled “Pittsfield – 36 years” he said proudly.  Then, he leaned in and whispered, so that those around us couldn't hear, “you probably don't know this – you can't see it now – but when you leave and live somewhere else – you'll find out - Massachusetts is the greatest State in this whole country.

Oh, I  do know, I said.  I do.

Of the States that legalized casino gambling early on in this country, most were founded on the promise of 40 acres and a mule.  Massachusetts was founded on an ideal.  We shouldn't be in the business of importing addiction and low wage jobs but rather should be exporting ideas, encouraging responsible and real economic development and good government policy.

Since first being told a tribal casino was inevitable, two and a half years ago, I've learned an awful lot about  casinos and slot machines – but mostly I've learned that what we don't know about expanded gambling can and will hurt us.  And if we expect our children to do their homework – we, and they, should be able to expect that our leadership has done theirs too, before pulling the handle on on this very complex issue.  
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