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US Senate Candidates Khazei and Capuano endorse independent cost-
benefit analysis before legalizing slots/casinos.
 
(Boston) – United to Stop Slots in Massachusetts (USS Mass) a non-partisan 
statewide coalition announced today that it has received responses from two of 
the US Senate candidates to the questionnaire that was sent to candidates in 
October.  “US Senate candidate Alan Khazei promptly returned the questionnaire 
and Congressman Michael Capuano filed his responses with our organization on 
Tuesday, November 17, 2009,” reported Kathleen Conley Norbut, President, 
United to Stop Slots in Massachusetts.

Despite an extension and reminders from USS Mass, four of the candidates 
failed to respond to the questionnaire, which leaves taxpayers wondering if they 
understand the magnitude of the impacts of the proliferation of predatory 
gambling upon local economies, state and national policy.  Each candidate was 
asked four questions regarding expanding predatory gambling including two 
questions about their position on the far-reaching implications of the Supreme 
Court decision in February 2009 relevant to native American tribes bringing lands 
into trust; the National Gambling Impact Study Commission Report 
recommendations which included a moratorium on slot/casino gambling in the 
United States and their position regarding a proposed independent cost-benefit 
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analysis before legalizing any expanded predatory gambling, slots/casinos in the 
Commonwealth.

The candidate’s responses reveal that Mr. Khazei expressed his strong support 
for an independent cost-benefit analysis before legalizing any expansion of 
predatory gambling, slots/casinos with a detailed description of the depth of his 
knowledge and concerns about the costs associated with the slots/casino 
industry, “While we must commit ourselves to creating jobs and while 
monetary costs and benefits must be measured, we must not lose sight of 
what we treasure most in life. We must ask ourselves if casino gambling is 
worth it even at the expense of those among us who are most vulnerable.”

Congressman Capuano supports the proposed independent cost-benefit analysis 
before legalizing slots/casinos for the purpose of quantifying job creation.  He 
expressed hesitation that there would be significant job creation with slot 
facilities.  Congressman Capuano expressed sensitivity for Native Americans and 
a desire to see more non-casino job creation on reservations, “It is important to 
be sensitive to issues of identity and self-definition, with regard to Native 
Americans and, indeed, to all persons. That said, the larger community is 
affected by decisions governing recourse to the Indian Reorganization 
Act.”

 “We are pleased that two candidates chose not to duck these controversial 
issues by taking the time to address these matters that impact economic, public 
health, consumer protection, safety and future decisions for the Commonwealth 
and the nation,” stated Ms. Norbut.  The full text of the candidates responses are 
posted on the USS Mass website (http://www.uss-mass.org/index.html).
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